
1Remember the American Red Cross SLO County Chapter in your estate

San Luis Obispo 
County Chapter

Fall 2009

Service to the Armed Forces 
and their Families
One of the biggest concerns for those serving in the mili-
tary is the effect of their absence on their families.  To ad-
dress this concern, Congress, the Department of Defense 
and the Department of Veterans Affairs called upon the 
Red Cross to assume expanded responsibilities. In addi-
tion to our traditional role of providing a vital communi-
cations link between members of the Armed Forces and 
their families at home, the San Luis Obispo County Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross has expanded our support 
of military families living in our county.  

“We know that we cannot replace an absent parent or 
spouse but the local chapter is helping families of ac-
tive-duty military members who live in San Luis Obispo 
County in a number of ways,” said Elizabeth Merson, 
Emergency Services Director. “One of the best things 
we have done is to provide families with 
‘fl at daddies’—nearly life-size photos of 
absent soldiers. We are also working to 
make sure that families have a chance 
for some fun and relaxation by providing 
passes for movies and other recreational 
activities. We are distributing Family Di-
saster Preparedness Kits and offering free 
Red Cross CPR, First Aid, Pet First Aid 
and Babysitting classes.” To date, 13 “fl at 
daddies” have gone home with area fami-
lies, 18 individuals have received Health 
and Safety training and 49 families have 
been provided with Emergency Disaster 
Preparedness Kits.

Please contact Elizabeth at 543-0696 x 16 
or mersone@slo-redcross.org, if you are a 
family with an active-duty military mem-
ber who would like to be involved in this 
program or if you know of a family who 
qualifi es.  

“…how much we appreciate our fl at daddy--seeing Michael’s 
picture here this weekend has been wonderful!  Toby asked 
to have the picture down on the fl oor near where he likes to 
play, and he and “Daddy” have been playing together often 
this weekend.  Thank you for helping us to have this beautiful 
picture of our hero here at home with us.”

~Stephanie Bunch

Austin Coles and Toby Bunch get to play with their “fl at daddies” while their real dads are 
serving in the military




